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There is nothing quite like it, this 
North. 

Winter: snow like fresh cream, the 
relentless polar ice grinding on amid 
the gentle clucking of the ptarmigan; 
a land where remoteness is a plea- 
sure. Summer: awakening in a rebirth 
called spring, a reverie of color and 
experience; seagulls scream a greet- 
ing, and the desert tundra flowers in 
a miracle of new life; nature’s Eden. 
Autumn: perhaps the favorite season, 
an A.Y. Jackson landscape, disarm- 
ingly pretty, when the caribou hunters 
begin to breathe frosty clouds, and 
the fresh air outnumbers everything. 
It is the Inuit and the Dene who 
know best this land. And so, fittingly, 
on these pages two of them - well- 
known artisans - give their impres- 
sions of the seasons of the North, the 
natural wonderland that is one-third 
Canada. 

Perhaps from their insight, and that 
of their peers, we can learn something 
more of what it is to be a northerner. 
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GERMAINE ARNAKTAUYOK 


Her character is composed of a gentle 
mixture: she is a simple woman, yet 
sophisticated; proud, yet modest; and 
her background is equally a fine blend 
of city living and old, traditional ways. 
But perhaps her rare character should 
be expected, for it is as original and 
intriguing as her artistic works. 

Germaine Arnaktauyok is a distinct 
Canadian artist. 

She .creates original designs which 
display the forgotten legends and 
unique life-styles of the Inuit. The old 
way of life is portrayed in modern 
graphic design. 

Germaine is widely travelled and her 
works have been exhibited in Ottawa, 
Montreal and Washington. 

“Stories from Pangnirtung’’, a re- 
cently-published Canadian Inuit book 
was illustrated by Germaine and she 
also is illustrating a book of Inuit 
legends for the Government of the 
Northwest Territories. 

The 29-year-old woman was born in 
Igloolik and now lives in Yellowknife, 
working as publications editor for the 
Territorial Government’s department of 
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DON CARDINAL 


His work is inspiring and vivid - 


qualities that come naturally to a man *. 


who longs to preserve the beauty he 
portrays. 
As an artist, Don Cardinal has one 
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unselfish goal - to capture the life-~ 


style of Canada’s native people bee 


time fades it out. 


Born of a Cree mother, Don was 1 x 


when a drawing contest advertised on 
a bag of “‘Robin Hood Flour’’ grasped 
his interest. At the time, he was at- 
tending school and living at a Roman 
Catholic mission near Peace River, 
Alta. The contest was to bring out his 
hidden talent. 

Later a CBC film crew on assignment 
in the north recognized his talent and 
persuaded him to send his work south. 
This led to several displays, including 
a one-man show in 1973 at Canadiana, 
an Edmonton art gallery. 

Much of Mr. Cardinal’s 32 years has 
been spent searching and moving in 
attempts to find happiness. He now 
has found that happiness with his wife 
and children in Hay River - freezing, 
in his art, the old ways of the north 
before they disappear through rapid 
change. 
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